 EAST TIMOR UPDATE

Bulletin of the Peter Trust

 - Registered Charity No. 1080159 -

SPRING 2008

[image: image1.wmf]
Peter Trust support for health & education since March 2007 

Thanks to the generosity of our donors the Trust was able to provide nearly £22,000 to assist the needy in East Timor since the Annual General Meeting a year ago.

£2000 was sent to enable poor families to purchase domestic farm animals (chickens, pigs, goats, etc) for nutritional purposes and for breeding – sale of offspring can be an important means of income generation. The purchases are currently being organised with the help of the Dominican Sisters (OP) in the southern coastal area of Nartabora and in the central mountain village of Soibada; by the Sisters of St Paul of Chartres (SPC) in Railaku (northern hills behind the capital Dili) and in the villages around Suai on the south coast; and by helpers of the Parish Priest, Fr Luis Bonaparte, in the small central mountain township of Turiscai.

£1500 of medicines was purchased to supply the hospital and mobile clinic which serves the township of Suai and villages in its vicinity. Such a sum goes a long way in East Timor and many hundreds of local people have been successfully treated in recent months.  This is being achieved through the skills and dedication of the SPC Sisters - who established and sustain these facilities - and the East Timorese nurses who now work alongside them and whose training and wages the Trust continues to fund (£2000 per year).

The Trust has continued to support the work of the Asosiaisi Lembaga Misionaris Awam (the ALMA Sisters, a religious missionary institute) who are engaged in East Timor in the practical and spiritual care of the handicapped and traumatised, especially children and young people, for whom very little is being done although the need is very great. Currently the Sisters are caring for 50 patients in their clinic and through regular home visits. The Trust assists this enterprise with £2000 per year - which has met many costs related to the service being offered: clinical facilities, transport, special equipment, drugs etc. The ALMA Sisters urgently need to establish a more permanent base for their work and for their own accommodation as a religious community. They need help in the purchase and adaptation of a suitable property that has recently become available. Such a development would cost £12,500 and their hopes are placed in the Peter Trust to come to their aid!

The Trust continues to assist the OP sisters with the care of orphans in Dili (50) and at Soibada (80) - £1500 has been provided. In Dili this sum ensures that food supply is always sufficient and that fuel can be purchased for the generator. Assistance is also given with educational expenses such as school clothes and equipment. In the rural location of Soibada the orphans grow their own vegetables and raise domestic animals to meet their nutritional needs, although it has been necessary in recent months to ask for the Trust to help to buy rice. 

The main way in which the Trust helps these orphans is by providing the funds necessary to meet their tuition fees at high school and their weekday accommodation at an asrama (boarding house) in the vicinity of the school - which is quite some distance away from the mountain orphanage.  

The Dominican Sisters are currently trying to relocate this orphanage to another site at Salao which is less isolated and has good land available for pastoral and arable farming. The orphans can be trained in the appropriate skills (they already have many) and the location would facilitate sale of farm products as means of income generation. The Trust has sent £2000 to help with this development – in the first instance to fence off the area of land, to provide septic tanks, seed stock, and initial animals for breeding.

Education and health care is also being supported by the Peter Trust in the small township of Railaku (40km south of Dili). Here the annual tuition fees of 20 students attending the local high school from remote villages is being met, and a weekly nutritional supplement for over a hundred village children continues to be funded from Trust resources (£2200 in total). 

The school principal, Sr Alma, is one of the SPC community, and the parish priest, Fr Martin Santos, is a Jesuit and a qualified doctor who has oversight of a small clinic provided in the presbytery.

The Peter Trust has continued to fund the tertiary education of Jeremias Baptista Gomes (£1045), studying for a degree in English at the University of Kupang (West Timor), and Pinto Cardoso Manuel Soares (£3078), for a degree in International Politics at the University of Yogyakarta (Java). Both will complete their studies by 2009 and intend to return to their home country East Timor to assist in the building of the young nation.

The East Timorese enclave of Oecussi situated in the territory of (Indonesian) West Timor is particularly isolated and impoverished. The Peter Trust has helped in the erection of an asrama for girls from the mountain villages so that they can attend school in the coastal village of Baocnana, located twenty miles west of the small port of Pante Macassar. The young parish priest Fr Paulo Kerans (32) and his assistant Fr Ricardo Pasang (28), members of the international religious family Society of the Divine Word, SVD) have already begun this project and the Trust allotted £1700 to pay the wages of a carpenter and plumber to complete the necessary installations which unskilled labour could not accomplish. The girls who are resident in this boarding house during the week will be able to acquire social and domestic skills as well as be safely accommodated in a place that is conducive to study. 

In Turiscai in the central mountains the local Priest, Fr Luis Bonaparte, is endeavouring to improve the facilities of the parish school. This needs to be expanded from four classrooms to six and to be equipped with a Staff Room, toilets (!), basic furnishings and some communication equipment. The Peter Trust disbursed £1500 to provide desks and chairs for one classroom, a computer with printer, and a simple Public Address system for large gatherings.

Friends and Supporters of the Trust

The Trustees have been much encouraged by the generosity and goodwill of all those who have become donors as Friends (regular) or Supporters (occasional) of the Peter Trust - and all who have helped generate funds through social events of one kind or another – musical evenings, audio-visual experiences, market stalls, lunches, etc. Income has significantly increased during the past year – as have the projects that the Trust has been able to support! 

In East Timor the need continues to be great – but one good thing is that money raised here can go a very long way when it is transferred there because costs of labour and materials are relatively small in comparison with that which they are in any developed country.

New Projects/Appeals

A request has already made by the ALMA Sisters for the Trust to assist with the refurbishment of a recently acquired property to serve as a Convent/Clinic for the religious community and the Handicapped they are caring for (see above).

Help has also recently been sought by Dili Diocesan priest Fr Domingos Soares for the Trust to support the Christian education of future leaders of East Timor.

Fr Domingos is the Episcopal Vicar for Pastoral Development. He has established a Hostel, named The Good Samaritan, at Gleno outside Dili, to inculcate Gospel values – that is, a spirit of service and sacrifice - in potential future leaders. 

80 boys and girls are currently accommodated in this hostel where they receive additional tuition and formation to equip them for the task of responsible and dedicated leadership. At present they attend the local (State) school daily for their general subject curriculum.

Fr Domingos elaborated in person on the Hostel project at the Annual General Meeting of the Trust convened on March 30th and additional information is available on request (by phone/email, etc) to the Secretary. About £2000 per annum is need to ensure that the students are able to continue their formation – more if the facilities of the hostel and the tuition offered there are to be increased, as is highly desirable.

The Current Situation in East Timor

At the Peter Trust AGM the Secretary presented the following summary:

The people of East Timor remain the 4th poorest nation in the world.

They are the poorest in SE Asia. 

Currently there is social stability in the territory but this is fragile and heavily dependent on the continuing presence of international security forces.

Development of the national infrastructure, agriculture, industry, commerce, etc is very slow. 

The Justice system lacks trained and experienced personnel in every aspect of its processes. 

Foreign investment is hesitant because of land ownership disputes, and shortcomings in the legal processes.

Civil and national security institutions are in their infancy, receiving assistance from the UN (UNMIT – UN Integrated Mission for Timor Leste), and UN agencies such as UNICEF, UNDP etc) and from other international Governmental and Non-Governmental institutions.

High unemployment continues (especially in capital, Dili). A very significant proportion of the population is young (1/3rd are under 21 years of age), the birth rate is high, and thousands of school leavers are added to a growing pool of unemployed each year. There is an urgent need for job creation – for example, on national infrastructure projects.

Health Services and Educational Provision remains severely limited in both material and human resources.

Although significant income is now being generated by the exploitation of the substantial mineral reserves in the Timor Sea there is a lack of appropriately skilled personnel among the East Timorese and an inadequate institutional capacity in civil society. This means that the Government is not yet able to spend as much of this income as present national needs urgently require.

Continuing impoverishment has given rise to social unrest, now precariously under control, and this in turn has also discouraged foreign investment.

Severe poverty is likely to continue into the next generation and our continuing concern and support is much needed.
Fr Domingos Soares with Peter Trustees and some of those attending the AGM

March 30th, 2008.
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